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77t Indiz having a se-

rors, the Union Cab-
Wednesday approved
D of 75 new govern-
al colleges, which
create an addidonal
M[BBS seats.
new colleges would be
d to 200-300 bedded
hospitals. The Cabinet
ittee on Economic Af-
ssanctioned Rs 24,375
ip to 2021-22 to set up
lleges.
E establishment of new
! colleges, attached to
¢ district or referral
hls, would lead to an
2 in the availability of
»d health professionals,
‘e tertiary care in gov-
tsector, utilize existing
ructure of districts hos-
nd promote affordable
] educationin the coun-
e government said in a
©55 nate.
rever, both the gevern-
press note and Union
>y Prakash Javadekar,
iefed the media after
hinet meeting are silent
ssue of faculty shortage
vihegovernment plans
esssuch challenges.
tage of the teaching
medical collegesisa big
medical education in
t's a problem even for
t batch of six new ATIM S
s still not fully functional
ter nearly two decades.
government, howev-
citoned several more
that are under varions
of approval and con-

rious shortiall of doc--
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3 ) mﬂeges

Union Minister Prakash Javadekar {Right) along with

Railways Minister Piyush Goyal addresses a press conference
in New Delhi, on Wednesday. PTi

struction. The governmenthad
earlierapproved toestablish 58
newmedical collegesattached
with existing district orreferral
hospitals. Of this, 39 medical
colleges, have already started
functioning, while the remain-
ing 19 would be made function-
al by 2020-21. Under Phase-1,
24 new medical colleges have
beenapproved.

Inarecent study on human
resources in healtheare in In-
dia, researchers from Public
Health Foundation of India
showed that India has 4.5 alio-
pathicdectors forevery 10,000
people while the World Health
Organisation’s recommenda-
tionistohave 210:10,000 ratio.

Interestingly, thesame study
published in the journat BMJ
Open also showed that more
than50%ofall doctorsin India
were producedby government
medical colleges, and more
than 80% of them are em-
ployedin privateinstituiionsor
work as private practitioners.

26%FDlin
digitalmedia

The government on Wednes-
day approved a proposal
toallow 26% foreign direct
investment (FDI) in digital
media platforms.

The Union Cabinet atits
meeting chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
approved the proposal.

“We willallow 26% FDI
with government approvalin
digital media which delivers
news and current affairs,”
Union Minister Piyush Goyal
toldreporters after the Cabi-
net meeting.

Untill so far, the govern-
ment policy on FDIhad
remained siienton the
fast-growing digital media.

The existing policy
provided for allowing 26%
FDIin print media through
governmentapproval route
and 49% FDiinelectronic |,
nigdia. o
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